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"Lorenzo \\as most deferential to her, and after his father's
death loved and honoured her, showing in all his actions
both the affection felt for a mother and the respect given to
a father, it was hard to discern whether he most loved or
honoured her."

Lucrezia's portrait (in profile), painted by Botticelli, shows
a beautiful and intellectual face H She and Pieio had five
children, two sons, Lorenzo and Giuliano, and three daugh-
ters, Maria, Lucrezia (or Nannina), and Bianca. Their three
daughters all made notable marriages; Maria married Leo-
petto Rossi, Bianca married Guglielmo de' Pazzi, and
Lucrezia married Bernardo Rucellai, who was himself one
of the most distinguished scholars of the time.

By the end of Piero il Gottoso's life the light which Florence
had ignited, and had held aloft in Art and Learning for a
hundred and fifty years, had begun to show signs of becoming
diffused In Rome a beginning had been made by the efforts
of Pope Nicholas V. In Venice the two brothers, Gentile and
Giovanni Bellini, and their brother-in-law, Mantegna, were
originating a school of painting, destined to become second
only to that of Florence. Urbino, under its enlightened Duke,
Federigo Montefeltro, was following in the steps of Florence/
And both Mantua, under the Gonzaga family, and Ferrara,
under the Este family, were beginning to give to Art and
Learning a similar encouragement.